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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSM-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-15 10-13 AID-05 /090W 
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R 141248Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5247 
INFO AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

UNCLAS TEL AVIV 1808 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: IS, EG, PFOR, PDEV 

SUBJECT: TWO NEW SINAI SETTLEMENTS ANNOUNCED 

1 . THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OF A GOVERNMENT PRESS 
BULLETIN DATED MARCH 11. 1977. BEGIN TEXT. 

2. TWO NEW SETTLEMENTS ARE TO BE SET UP IN THE 
SOUTHERN SINAI REGION, ONE NEAR DI-ZAHAV AND THE OTHER 
NEAR NEVIOT, IN ACCORDANCE WITH A PROPOSAL FROM THE 
MINISTER OF TOURISM, MOSHE KOL AND WHICH HAS BEEN 
SECONDED BY THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE MR. A. UZAN 

AND THE HEAD OF THE SETTLEMENT DEPARTMENT, PROF. RAANAN 
WEITZ. THIS WAS STATED AT A CEREMONY MARKING THE FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF MOSHAV DI-ZAHAV. 

3. MR. KOL SAID AT THE CEREMONY THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF MORE SETTLEMENTS IN THE AREA WOULD STRENGTHEN 
ISRAEL'S SECURITY AND ENSURE THAT THERE WOULD BE NOT 
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ONLY A SECURITY LINE BUT ALSO A POLITICAL LINE LINKING 
SHARM-ET .-SHEIKH WITH EILAT. ENTD TEXT. 

4. COMMENT: THESE SETTLEMENTS ARE CLEARLY MEANT TO 
INCREASE ISRAELI PRESENCE ALONG THE EASTERN EDGE OF 
THE SINAI PENINSULA LEADING TO SHARM ASH SHAYKH. 
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